brought to light many new subspecies of birds. Among these were two races of the Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia). A third race had been described previously by Ridgway. It is strange that, in the more than half-century that has elapsed since, a species so justly famed for its plasticity has been so neglected by ornithologists. 
Curiosity regarding the alleged occurrence of Melospiza melodia merrilli in Sonora, subsequent field observations, and examination of certain specimens in the collection of the Instituto de Biologla, Universidad Nacional Aut6noma de Mdxico, led Phillips to believe that the plateau populations were in need of revision. Soon afterward, Dickerman, while doing field work for the University of Kansas, was able to collect winter-plumaged series from certain southern parts of the plateau, and J. At present, we recognize formally five plateau races, as follows:
(1) Melospiza melodia mexicana Ridgway. It is particularly appropriate that the contributions of Prof. Bernardo Villa R. to the advancement of zoology in M6xico be commemorated in the name of this race. It was the sooty appearance of three specimens that he had collected at San Cayetano that gave rise, in part, to our study. 
